
 

 

CEM Certification Council Update  

CAEM Annual General Meeting, September 16, 2020 

As the chair of the CEM Certification Council, I am happy to provide a few updates regarding 

the Certified in Exhibition Management (CEM) Learning Program. I would like to start by 

thanking the members of the 2019-2020 CEM Certification Council: 

Kyle Dugan, CEM, CONEXSYS Registration Ltd. (Co-Chair) 
Sarah Borisko, CEM, GES (Co-Chair) 
Michael Cronin, CEM, EnsembleIQ – Canada 
Michael Dargavel, CEM, Association and Events Management 
Stephanie Gadbois, CEM, Big Picture Conferences 
Lerna G, CEM, Restaurants Canada 
Sonia Moffatt, CEM, Freeman 
Sasha Stone, CEM, SME 
Haley Borland, CAEM 

Each year, CAEM plans to conduct 6 CEM in-person classes in total, with 2 in the months of 

March/April, 2 in June (as part of the Annual General Conference pre-conference options) and 2 

in November. In 2019, we had over 100 CEM course participants, some of whom participated in 

as many as 4 or 5 courses over the year. As of August, 2020, we have approximately 70 active 

CEMs in our association.  

Over the past year, the council has produced and shared articles outlining the benefits of the 

CEM program for the CAEM newsletters, as well as sharing information on how to get started 

with your CEM designation and how to recertify.  A Canadian CEM Promotional Video was also 

created this year and unveiled at the 2020 CAEM Awards of Excellence. The video can be seen 

on the IAEE website, in the CEM Global area. 

With the major changes forced on the industry due to COVID-19, CAEM and the CEM Council 

made the difficult decision to cancel both sets of in-person classes scheduled for June and 

November, 2020 while further guidance and best practices are developed for in-person events. 

 

In the meantime, the CEM Council was able to confirm with IAEE an extension on deadlines for 

recertification and certification completion from 6-months to 1-year. For CEM certification or 

recertification due in June-December 2020, candidates will now have until June-December 

2021. 



 

Through a partnership with IAEE, CAEM members can also access a discount code for online 

CEM courses by contacting the CAEM Office. 

The IAEE CEM Commission has been working together and focusing on maintaining and 

elevating the event industry certification program. They are reviewing and updating the 

curriculum blueprints, as well as looking at future curriculum options that will evolve from our 

past few months of learning.  

While we all work together to navigate this fast-changing world, the CEM Learning Program 

continues to be the premier designation worldwide for the exhibition industry. Taking a CEM 

course will not only demonstrate your willingness to invest in yourself for professional growth, 

but you will also gain important industry knowledge and up-to-date professional skills that will 

be crucial to the exposition and events industry returning safely. 

If you have any questions about starting your CEM designation, how to re-certify or if you are 

interested in taking one of the many online CEM courses offered throughout the year, contact 

the CAEM office for more information, and for CAEM members, to secure a discount code for 

online courses offered by IAEE. 


