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Overview

«  With the peak of Omicron behind us, Ontario has been
able to cautiously and gradually move through its
reopening milestones. The majority of public health and
workplace safety measures have now been lifted, and
key public health indicators continue to improve or
remain stable.

» Thanks to our high vaccination rates as well as the arrival
of antivirals, Ontario has the tools necessary to manage
the impact of this virus, and we are now learning to live
with and manage COVID-19 for the long-term.,

» This necessitates a shift to a more balanced response to
the pandemic, and changes are being made with respect
to the province's pandemic response to reflect a longer-
term approach.

* The following slides speak to how Ontario intends to lift
the remaining public health and workplace safety
measures as well as track key indicators going forward.




Ontario’s Reopening Plan

Following the peak of the Omicron
wave, on January 20, 2022, the
government released details of its
steps to cautiously and gradually
ease public health and workplace
safety measures, starting on
January 31, 2022,

Continued improvements in key
indicators have allowed the
province to continue to ease public
health measures sooner, with the
majority of COVID-19 related
public health and workplace

safety measures lifted on March 1,

2022.

All settings may open
at full (100%) capacity

No limits on indoor
or outdoor social gatherings
and organized public events

or religious services, rites,
or ceremonies.

Proof of vaccination, capacity
limit, and physical distancing
requirements lifted in all settings.

Sector-specific restrictions

such as limits on dancing or singing,
requirements to remain seated,
requirements for appointments/
reservations, and active screening,
etc. lifted.




Ongoing Improvements in Key Indicators
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Per cent positivity remained
stable this past week at 12.07%
(February 20 to February 26,
2022). Per cent positivity was
at its highest on January 2,
2022 at 34.3%.

COVID-19 hospitalizations
have decreased of 81%
compared to January peak
(4190; January 16, 2022).

The average for new COVID+
admissions to hospital in the
last week was 82 patients per
day, which is a decrease of
79% from the week of January
10-16 (average was 390).

The average for new COVID-
related admissions to ICU in
the last week was 15 patients
per day, which is a decrease
of 77% from the week of
January 10-16 (average was
65).

The number of wastewater
sites in the province reporting
a downward trend in SARS-
CoV-2 detections has started
to decrease; with an increase
in the number of sites
demonstrating a stable trend.
It is normal to see fluctuating
wastewater trends.



CMONH Directives & Letter of Instructions

The Chief Medical Officer of Health has issued seven
Directives to health care providers and health care entities

currently in place detailing precautions and procedures with
respect to COVID-19.

In addition, instructions were also issued by the CMOH
requiring a COVID-19 vaccination policy in a number of high-
risk settings (e.g. the education sector, retirement homes,
community care and post-secondary institutions)

A process is now underway to gradually revoke all CMOH
Directives and instructions by the end of April. In all cases,
Directives will be replaced with operational guidance or
recommendations from the CMOH and relevant ministry.

As Directives are revoked, individual
organizations will continue to have the
authority to keep requirements in place.

Personal protective equipment and rapid
antigen tests will continue to be provided to
support health and safety in these settings.

| =

Key Principles

Moving away from emergency measures to ongoing
operations

Moving away from reliance on provincial direction
through mandatory requirements

Endeavouring to bring as much as possible
consistent guidance, both across and within sectors;

Ensuring supports for most vulnherable are removed
last

Providing sufficient time for sectors to prepare

Ontario’'s Chief Medical Officer of Health remains
key decision maker on Directives and LOls.
Decisions on revoking pandemic related
requirements (Directives or Letters of Instruction,)
continue to be evidence based and informed by
indicators and trends.

Lifting of measures are undertaken in a coordinated
fashion.



CMOH Directives & Letter of Instructions (cont.)

As Directives are revoked, individual organizations will continue to have the authority to keep requirements in place.
Personal protective equipment and rapid antigen tests will continue to be provided to support health and safety in these settings.

_ What's Changing? Ongoing Support

March 14:
Mandatory vaccination
policies end

March 21:
Most masking
mandates end

Revoke Directive 6

Revoke letters of instruction to Ministry of Children, Community and
Social Services, Ministry of Seniors and Accessibility and Ministry of
Education

Revoke Minister of Long-Term Care directive on immunization policy

Remove masking requirements in most places (including schools),
except public transit, long-term care, retirement homes and other
health-care settings, congregate care settings, shelters, jails and
congregate care and living settings, including homes for individuals
with developmental disabilities

Lift other measures in schools, including removing cohorting and
daily on-site screening

All other regulatory requirements for businesses removed, including
passive screening, safety plans

Province to continue providing rapid-antigen
tests to organizations

Organizations can retain their own policies

Province to continue providing rapid-antigen

Province to continue providing rapid-antigen



